MEN OF POWER
the two cities. The Assisans were defeated and Fran-
cis, with many others, taken prisoner. But in prison
he is still gay, and his songs entrance his keepers so
that they make his lot as easy as possible for him.
Often they think him crazy, for, like the biblical Joseph,
he has dreams of his own grandeur, and he doesn't
hesitate to relate them, ending usually with the saying:
**You will see that one day I shall be adored by the
whole world." The important fact about his imprison-
ment, however, is that it has come about not through
any of his earlier misconduct, but because he has been
fighting on the side of the common people and against
the nobles whom, a little before, he loved to imitate,
Early Struggles. Francis is twenty-one when he is
released from prison. He plunges again into the dis-
sipations in which he had found excitement before the
war. He plunges with such violence that he soon falls
desperately ill. "For long weeks/' says Sabatier, "he
looked death so closely in the face that the physical
crisis brought about a moral one/' One spring morn-
ing when he is convalescing he walks slowly and trem-
blingly out of the city gate to look once more upon
the beautiful Umbrian Valley with its quiet farms and
villages, woods and orchards, in the hope that the soft
breezes will chase the fever from his body and let him
fed once again the delicious sensations of youth. In-
stead, as he looks out across the valley, he feels within
him a deeper pain than he has ever known before. It
is the pain of disgust with his own life and its empti-
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